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The Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, 
and Wine are in their Feaſts; but they regard not 
the Work of the Lord. ISA. v. 12. 


Thou ſhalt not go into the Houſe of feaſting, 
to ſit with them to cat and to drink, JIER. xvi. bY 


Make no Proviſion for the Fleſh to fulfil the 
Luſts thereof. Rom. xili. 14. 
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THE 
Origin, Nature, & Conſequences, 


Sc. Se. 


v— 


WAKES have been obſerved for many 
centuries in England ; and cuſtoms that have an- 
tiquity to boaſt, have ſuch a powerful influence on 
the mind, that men are not eaſily perſuaded of 
their criminality, although by natural conſequence 
they lead them into the moſt critical and danger- 
ous circumſtances, as well as have a direct tendan- 
cy to ſubvert the religion which themteIves profeſs. 
And notwithſlanding the light of the Goſpel 
ſhines ſo clear in our favonred iſland, it muſt be 
acknowledged, that paganith ſuperſtitions are yet 
prattiſed in ſeveral parts of the land. But of all 
the heathen cuſtoms now in uſe, as none are 
attended with more pernicious efletts, ſo none 
call for a more ſerious inveſtigation, than the 
country Wakes. And as theſe are but little un- 
derflood by the generality of thoſe who attend 


A2 them, 
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them, I ſhall briefly inquire into the "Origin 
Nature, and C onſequences. | 


And firſt, the Origin of Wakes. Some 
hundreds of years ago, the inhabitants of this 
land were groſs keathens: they were called 
Britains and Saxons, and had a multiplicity of 
Deities formed according to their vain imagina- 
tions. For every day in the week there was a 
different object of worſhip, from which each of 
the ſeven days took it's name. The firſt was the 
Sun, alter which the firſt day was called Sunday. 
The ſecond was the Moon, called alſo Cynthia or 
Phoebe, after which the ſecond day was called 
Monday. Tuiſco, called alſo Mars, was an 
1mage in the form of a man with a bald head, 
having a ſcepter in his hand, and ſtanding on a 
pedeſtal. The third day was after him called 
Tueſday. The fourth day took the name of 
Wedneſday, from Woodin, or Odin; he like- 
wiſe ſtood on a pedeſtal, holding a naked ſword 
in his hand. Thor, ſat on a throne ſurrounded 
with ſtars, a crown on his head, and a ſceptre in 
his hand; in honour of him, the fifth day was 
called Thurſday. Friga or Freya, ſtood on a 
pedeſtal, having a bow in one hand, and a drawn 
ſword in the other; the ſixth day was after him 
called Friday. Seater was the ſeventh, after 


whom the ſeven:h day was called Saturday; he 
ſtood 


1 
Nood likewiſe on a pedeſtal; a fiſh lay acroſs his 
feet; he held a baſket in one hand, and a wheel 


in the other. Such were the gods worſhipped 
by our anceſtors, who eretted magnificent 


temples to their honour; and who dechcated 
their temples with the molt extravagant feſtivity 
of which their circumſtances would admit: which 
teaſt of the dedication, was annually obſerved up- 
on the return of the ſame day. 


When the profeſſion of Chriſtianity was pa- 
troniſed by the Roman Emperours the Goſpel 
found it's way into this ifland: and before it's 
glorious light, pagan darknels fled hke the horrid 
gloom betore the bright luminary of heaven. 
But, alas! the progreſs of true religion was ſoon 
impeded by the errors of popery. The papiſts 
copy aſter the heathen, almoſt in every thing re- 
lative to the circumſtantials of religion; accord. 
ingly when the chriſtian religion was profeſſed by 
the ſtate, and the country at large had embraced 
the ſentiments, or ſubmitted to the authority of 
the rulers; the heathen temples were converted 
into what they called chriſtian churches ; and 
others being built nearly after the ſame model, 
and the kingdom divided into pariſhes, each 
pariſh church, was dedicated to ſome tutelary 
ſaint, canonized by the Pope. Hence the names 
of Saint Cuthberts, Saint Anns, &c. and a feaſt 
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of the ſame kind of thoſe celebrated by the 


heathens at the dedication of their temples was 
kept; and annually obſerved to this day, in many 
parts of England. Such was the Origin of 
\Wakes, 


Secondly, I am to conſider their Nature. As 
they had idolatry for their foundation, they were, 
as kept among the heathens, of the bacchanalian 
kind; and were attended with all the exceſs that 
pagan fanaticiſm inſpired. Drunkeneſs, gluttony, 
whoredom, &c. were congenial with their ſuper- 
ſtitious worſhip, and in theſe it was accounted a 
virtue to excel; ſo that at their annual feaſt, the 
ſex, proſtituted themſelves without ſenſe of 
ſhame. 


And are not the Wakes of the prefent age ex- 
actly homogeneal to thoſe inſtituted hy the ancient 
heathen? And do not the prattices of thoſe who 
attend them, clearly demonſtrate that cArtran 
Wakes, (ſo called) are of the ſame nature as 
their's. The feaſt commonly begins on the 
Lord's day, and hereby the ſabbath is profaned ; 
firſt in ſacrificing to an idol, and afterwards in 
drunkennels, gluttony, quarrelling, evil ſpeaking, 
blaſphemy, card playing, chambering, wantonnels, 
and ſuch other acts of wickedneſs, as the devil, 


and the depraved nature of men, prompt them to 
commit. 


E 


commit. And can any man upon chriſtian 
principles juſtify ſuch conduct as this? 


It appears from what has been ſaid, that the 
Wakes are HEATHENISM DEBAUCHED 
BY POPERY: direct oppojed to the precepts 
of the Goſpel; and /candulous to the Chriflian 


NAME. 


Having briefly ſhewn the Origin and Nature 
of Wakes, I ſhall now conſider ſome of their 
Conſequences. And firſt, the bad effects they 
have on families. Many people in order to keep 
open houſe and a plentiiul table for a few days, 
involve themſelves in debts, which w.th great 
difficulty they pay in the courſe ot the year; (and 
ſome of which are never diſcharged at all: and 
hereby they commit an att of injuſtice to their 
neighbour, by defrauding the tradeſman of his 
property;) while their own families have to 
ſuffer want, both in food and raiment, for many 
months after. And ſome who are more opulent 
leſt they ſhould be thought parſimonious will la- 
viſhly ſpend ten, perhaps twenty pounds extra- 
ordinary during the time of the Wake; whom it 
would be next to an impoſſibility to perſuade to 
give twenty ſhillings a year extraordinary, toward 
the relief of the afflicted poor, or to the ſupport 
of any charitable inſtitution. 


Again. 
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Again. Commonly at the Wake, the minds 
of youths are ſo contaminated with folly, that 
they are emulous in their miſchievous exploits, 
as well as in forming ſuch connettions, as render 
them the peſts of ſociety. 


How many young women m the filiation of 
children, have to lament their being at the Wake; 
where at once they loſt their v2r/ue and charatler, 
and involved themſelves in diſſiculties, guilt, and 
thame, perhaps all their future davs. And how 
often have the unhappy mortals who are brought 
to a diſgracetul exit, to conteſs before a gazing 
multitude, that they received the firſt bzas to the 
crime for which they ſuffer, at a Wake, Wnile 
others are ſo roote in habits of impiety, as to be 
loſt to all ſenſe of ſhame; and become a r-proach 
to their families, a plague to their nerghbourkood, 
and a c to the nation. 


Laſtly, J am to conſider their influence on 
religion. By religion I do not mean any peculiar” 
mode of worſhip, nor ſyſtem of opinions, but the 
experimental knowledge of God, the. converſion 
of the ſou] to him, and the happy union that ſub- 
ſiſts between him and the ſoul, conſequent upon 
ſuch converſion. The influence that Wakes 
have upon this, is moſt pernicious, as is evident to 
every perſon of diſcernment. Great numbers who 

have 
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have been convinced of fin, in whole condu& 
there was a change for the better, and whoſe 
converſion was very hopeful, have by imprudently 
going to a Wake, precipitated themſelves into 
the vortex of ſenſual pleaſure, loſt their con- 
victions, quenched the ſpirit, and have become 
more enſlaved to folly and wickedneſs, than ever 
they were before they had a ſerious concern for 
ſalvation, While others, who had eſcaped the 
corruptions that are in the world through luſt, 
were converted to God, and happy in his love, 
have been again entangled in the ſnare of the 
Devil; laſt their fart love, and even made ſhip- 
wreck of faith and a good conſcience. Nor is it to 
be wondered at, that many of thoſe who retain a 
degree of the power of godlineſs, have to com- 
plain of the langour of their zeal, the weakneſs 
of their faith, and of their nonproficiency in the 
ways of God; ſeeing that by attending thoſg 
rendevous of folly, they give countenance t, in- 
ſtead of ſetting their faces agaznf} the works of 


- darkneſs. 


Some parents excuſe themſelves by faving, 
„Our children come to ſee us at the Wake, and 
it is the only opportunity we have of ſceing 
them altogether once in the year.” To this it 
may be anſwered, any other time of the year 
would be equally as well, for your children to 

come 
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come to fee you; only let a time be appointed, 
and they might come together, as muck to their 
own convenience, and with leſs crzmnaltty, than at 
the time of the Wake. Chriftian parents 
doubtleſs wiſh to ſee all their children once in 
the year; but if they deſire to diſcharge their 
parental duty by giving them ſuch advice, as will 
tend to their ediſication, or even to their temporal 
advantage, any other time will be abundantly 
more proper, then when only vanity, and it's 
concomitants, are to be ſeen in the pariſh. 


Where theſe anichriſtian feaſts are obſerved, 
it 18 no wonder that the genuine Goſpel of the Son 


of God, is rejected with abhorrence, by the 


majority of the people. Hereby the god of this 


world, blinds the minds of them that believe not ; 
and eaſily ſecures to himſelf, the vaſſals taken 
captive by him at his will; with whom he ais 


rapidly peopling the regions of Hell, 


To conclude. Let all who fear God, ſet aw 
example of genuine Chriſtianity to others. Let 
them have no fellowſhip with the untrunful 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them: 
Eph. v 11. denying themſelves of all ungodli— 
neſs and worldly luſts: Tit. ii. 12. Be not 
partakers of other men's ſins. tTiun.v. 22. for 
though hand join in hand, they ſhall not go un- 


puniſhed 


l 
„ 
3 
1 


1 
a” 
# 4 


E 


puniſhed. Prov. xi. 21. Woe to him that pnt- 


' teth his bottle to his neighbour's mouth te 
make him drunk. Hab. ii. 15. Come out 


from among them, be ye ſeperate, touch not their 
unclean things, and I will receive you, faith the 
Lord. 2 Cor. vi. 17. Be not conformed to this 
world, but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your minds; that ye may prove what 1s 
that good, and acceptable and perfect will of 
God: Rom. xu. 2. for God will bring every 
work into judgement, with every ſecret thing, | 
whether it it be good, or waether it be evil, 
Eccle. xii. 14. 


LET all who read this pamphlet remember, 
that they have a monitor in their hand; and let 
them not forget that the origin of Wakes, is 
Paganiſm: in their progreſs they are Paganiſm 
and Popery united: and in their conſequences, 
deſtructive of property, character, religion and 
the ſoul. 


